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THE 12T H NELSON MANDELA ANNUAL LECTURE 2014 

“BUILDING SOCIAL COHESION THROUGH ACTIVE 

CITIZENSHIP” 

DATE: 9 AUGUST 2014 

 

 

ON RESUMPTION:  (at  14:45) 

MR HATANG:  Honourable guests,  ladies and gent lemen, as 

you would say because now we are host ing al l  d ip lomats,  a l l  

protocol  observed.  My name is Sel lo Hatang, and I  am the 

Chief  Execut ive of  the Nelson Mandela Foundat ion. 

 Please jo in me in welcoming our host and our special  

guests for  today to the stage; Doctor John Kani ,  Honourable 

Mayor de Li l le,  our Honourable Chairman, Professor Njabulo 

Ndebele,  Ma’am Graça Machel  and Her Excel lency,  President 

Michel le Bachelet .   Doctor John Kani ,  over to you. 

DR KANI:   Good af ternoon on this incredible day, which is a 

day we remember our mothers,  our s isters and our aunts and 

our grandmothers.   Let  me introduce to you the esteemed 

guests that  happened to come with me. 

 On my r ight  is the wonderful ,  wonderful  Patr ic ia de Li l le,  

our Execut ive Mayor of  Cape Town; a comrade whose work is 

…(inaudible – applause).   We do of  course in . . . ( indist inct)  in 

context ,  not  in that  one, a t rue educator,  a son of  the soi l ,  a 

comrade and cul tural  act iv ist ,  Professor Njabulo Ndebele.   And 



  

 /… 

3 

of  course the pleasure for  th is evening to welcome Mama 

Afr ica,  not in the sense of  Yvonne Chaka Chaka, but the 

mother of  our country and of  our nat ion, Madam – …(inaudible 

– applause),  Madam Machel.   And of  course, Her Excel lency,  

Michel le Bachelet ,  the President of  Chi le.  

 Can we please al l  r ise for  the nat ional  anthems.  We wi l l  

s tar t  wi th the Chi lean nat ional  anthem. 

(CHILEAN NATIONAL ANTHEM PLAYED) 

DR KANI:   And now the South Afr ican nat ional  anthem. 

(SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL ANTHEM PLAYED) 

DR KANI:   Please be seated.  I  want to thank you, Sel lo,  for  

saying this wonderful  phrase in South Afr ica,  “a l l  protocol  

observed” or “protocol  is  being observed at  the moment” ;  

because looking just  at  th is gather ing today I  could spend hal f  

my opening speech in acknowledging al l  the people s i t t ing in 

the front  row and I  would st i l l  not  do just ice to people in the 

second row.  So al l  the great people of  South Afr ica are here.  

 I  am now just  going to begin by something that I  read 

which moved me last  n ight  and I  thought I  would open with th is 

quotat ion which Madiba said in the year 2000.  Madiba said,  

“My inspirat ion are men and women who have 

emerged throughout the globe and who have 

chosen the wor ld as the theatre of  their  operat ion 

and who f ight  socio-economic condi t ions which do 

not help towards the advancement of  humanity;  men 
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and women who f ight  the suppression of  the human 

voice, who f ight  d isease, i l l i teracy,  ignorance, 

poverty and hunger.   Some are known, others are 

not.   These are the people who inspire me.” 

 And this is why we are here today at  th is incredible day 

when we honour not just  the women who walked, including our 

mothers and al l  mothers on the cont inent of  Afr ica,  we also in 

our generosi ty include al l  mothers al l  over the wor ld.  

 This gives me the opportuni ty to br ing to the podium 

someone whose role in the struggle for  the l iberat ion of  our 

country,  someone whose role as an administrator exempl i f ies 

the dedicat ion to service,  that  which Madiba always said three 

very important th ings, f ree yourselves, f ree others and serve, 

and these were the guiding pr inciples.   Ladies and gent lemen, 

al low me to cal l  up on the stage the Mayor of  the Ci ty of  Cape 

Town, Madam Patr ic ia de Li l le.  

MAYOR DE LILLE:  Thank you, Programme Director.   Good 

af ternoon, goeie middag ,  molweni .   To the President of  Chi le,  

Michel le Bachelet ;  our former Deputy President,  

Kgalema Mot lanthe; Ministers and former Ministers,  our 

beloved Mrs Graça Machel ;  the Chairperson of  the Nelson 

Mandela Foundat ion, Professor Njabulo Ndebele;  the Nelson 

Mandela t rustees; the CEO of the Nelson Mandela Foundat ion,  

Sel lo Hatang; people of  South Afr ica,  d ist inguished guests,  

ladies and gent lemen, I  would l ike to welcome you to – can I  
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start  again.   I  would l ike to welcome you to Cape Town City 

Hal l  th is af ternoon.  I t ’s  a great pr iv i lege for us to host th is 

lecture devoted to our former president,  Tata Madiba. 

 The Nelson Mandela Annual Lecture provides an 

important opportuni ty for  leaders to fur ther our dialogues and 

debates on issues of  social  importance.  I t  is  through such fora 

that we advance our col lect ive interrogat ion of  the quest ions 

that the intersect ions between past,  present and future raise.   

The theme of th is year ’s lecture,  Bui ld ing Social  Cohesion 

Through Act ive Ci t izenship,  addresses a chal lenge for modern 

states.   The quest ion of  how we can bui ld stronger societ ies 

wi th indiv iduals who take ownership of  those societ ies. 

 I  see the chal lenge wri t ten large across South Afr ican 

landscapes and confront i t  as a leader of  a diverse ci ty wi th a 

populat ion that  cuts across many diverse communit ies.   The 

chal lenge of  our democracy has been, t ry ing to breach these 

div is ions and to create social  cohesion.  One of  the major 

devices that  we use is t ry ing to get people to take ownership 

of  th is democrat ic project  and contr ibute to i t  by engaging with 

government between elect ions,  shaping social  d iscourse and 

taking the lead in the everyday l ives.  

 Indeed, an act ive c i t izen need only be def ined as one 

who engages with the processes of  government.   In fact ,  such 

a v iew is far  too l imi t ing.   Rather,  an act ive c i t izen is someone 

who shapes and inf luences events and people around him or 
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her by working for  social  upl i f tment wi th in her community,  

taking the lead to encourage further part ic ipat ion and 

engagement of  others around him or her.   I t  is  th is k ind of  

c i t izen that makes for a meaningful  democracy. 

 The process of  bui ld ing social  cohesion requires an 

act ive c i t izen with the wi l l  to shape their  society.   In the words 

of  our late Tata Madiba himsel f ,  and I  quote,  he said, 

“What counts in l i fe is not the mere fact  that  we 

have l ived i t ;  i t  is  what di f ference we have made to 

the l ives of  others that wi l l  determine the 

signi f icance of  the l i fe we led.”  

 With those words, ladies and gent lemen, once again 

welcome to the Ci ty of  Cape Town and God bless. 

DR KANI:   Thank you again,  Madam Mayor.   Thank you for 

those wonderful  words opening this great event.   As the world 

ref lects on Nelson Mandela’s legacy we give thanks for his l i fe,  

h is leadership,  h is devot ion to humanity and humanitar ian 

causes; we salute,  thank him for h is sacr i f ices for our f reedom 

and future.  

 This is a t ime of  intense ref lect ion as we remember those 

who sacr i f iced so much to br ing us our f reedom, those who 

stood side by s ide with Nelson Mandela,  l ike Maya Angelou, 

Mahatma Gandhi ,  Nadine Gordimer,  Mart in Luther King Jr,  and 

I  see the Emeri tus Archbishop Tutu and I  see Ahmed Kathrada, 

the old men, and I  see Just ice Albie Sachs and I  see al l  of  you 
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and our wonderful  comrade, of  course, former President 

Mot lanthe. 

 We salute them for their  t i re less work and we commit  

ourselves in these legacies to the growing democracy through 

promot ion of  social  just ice for  a l l .   Madiba is gone but his 

legacy l ives on.  Madiba is gone but the cal l  to f ight  in just ice 

and to work t i re lessly for  a better  wor ld l ives on.  So this 

af ternoon i t  is  about ref lect ion,  memory,  legacy and shar ing in 

honour of  Nelson Mandela and his peers.  

 I t  is  f i t t ing to fo l low these wonderful  words from this man, 

that  I  cal l  upon Professor Njabulo Ndebele.   Give him a big 

hand, ladies and gent lemen. 

PROF NDEBELE:  President Bachelet ,  Mrs Machel ,  Madam 

Mayor,  d ist inguished guests,  a l l  of  you, and ladies and 

gent lemen, I  would l ike to thank al l  of  you, one and al l ,  for  

at tending the 12t h  Nelson Mandela Annual  Lecture.   On behal f  

of  the Board of  Trustees and staf f  of  the Nelson Mandela 

Foundat ion, I  express our profound grat i tude to al l  of  you for 

your presence in support  of  th is 12t h  Lecture,  the f i rst  one 

since the passing of  our beloved founder.  

 I  am sure I  speak for al l  present in saying that the wor ld 

feels a very di f ferent place since December 5 2013.  We miss 

Madiba, but the work cont inues.  The Foundat ion now, in his 

physical  absence, does the work of  promot ing an inest imable 

legacy which resonates global ly.   At  the heart  of  that  legacy is 
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the pursui t  of  social  just ice.   For the 12 t h  year now the Nelson 

Mandela Annual  Lecture cont inues to be an important thread in 

the tapestry of  d ia logue for peace, human r ights,  just ice and 

democracy.  

 Many indiv idual  expressions of  grat i tude for th is lecture 

are due and they wi l l  be conveyed by our Chief  Execut ive,  

Sel lo Hatang, in his c losing remarks.   My task today is a 

s imple and immensely pleasurable one, i t  is  to introduce our 

esteemed 12t h  Annual  Lecturer.   Madam President,  we are 

deeply honoured that you accepted our invi tat ion.  

 You come at a very s igni f icant moment in South Afr ica;  

af ter  we began a new calendar of  h istory on the 27t h  of  Apr i l  in 

1994.  This year we mark 20 years of  that  h istory and the 

democracy that  was given bir th of  that  day.  The ent i re country 

has been assessing how far we have come and how far we st i l l  

have to go.  There has been no moment of  boredom as South 

Afr icans in their  d iversi ty weighed in on this matter.   I  bel ieve 

i f  there was to be a wor ld contest  in publ ic discussions of  the 

state of  the nat ion,  South Afr icans would be sure of  a top 

posi t ion of  honour.  

 The Board of  Trustees wanted for the 2014 Annual 

Lecture a person who would have empathy for  th is beaut i fu l  

moment,  one who in another context  has l ived a struggle for  

f reedom, has contr ibuted to di f f icul t  t ransi t ions and has 

demonstrated extraordinary leadership in f inding sustainable 
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solut ions to intractable social  problems, one who could speak 

with author i ty about act ive c i t izenship and social  cohesion, 

one who Nelson Mandela would have been proud to welcome 

on stage today. 

 I  am, of  course, a poor subst i tute for  Mr Mandela;  but I  

am proud to introduce President Michel le Bachelet  today.  Her 

work and l i fe speak for her and have inspired those who for 

more than hunger,  who have str iven for more than hunger 

around the wor ld,  have also gone on to do the work of  br inging 

i t  about.  

 When we sent you the invi tat ion you were busy prepar ing 

for an elect ion,  which you resoundingly won in December of  

last  year.   This overwhelming victory must,  in part ,  be 

test imony to what you said way back in October of  2008 when 

you spoke at  the John F Kennedy School  of  Government at  

Harvard Universi ty.   You underscored the importance of  t rust  

between people and their  governments,  

“Trust  deepens when the act ions of  governments 

and their  leaders do not contradict  their  

declarat ions.   The consonance between words and 

act ions is the fundamental  basis of  publ ic t rust  and 

the moral  and ethical  legi t imacy of  leadership.”  

 I t  must be that you were elected part ly because you 

inspired t rust ,  conf idence and pr ide f rom a proven abi l i ty  to 

make intent ions and act ions work together.  
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 Madam President,  you come to Cape Town exact ly 50 

years s ince Nelson Mandela came here to serve a l i fe 

sentence for sabotage.  You are the second Nelson Mandela 

Annual  Lecturer to speak in a bui ld ing which wi l l  a lways 

symbol ise to South Afr icans that day when his voice was heard 

for the f i rst  t ime af ter an unspeakably long imprisonment.  

 This makes me recal l  a lso that so much that Chi le and 

South Afr ica have in common, as they have worked in their  

d i f ferent ways to rebui ld the social  fabr ic af ter  a great deal  of  

social  and pol i t ical  t rauma.  Through our common exper ience 

of  Truth and Reconci l iat ion Commissions the voices of  the 

oppressed were heard and their  exper iences, once of f ic ia l ly  

denied, conf i rmed.  Their  test imonies become a part  of  

solut ions to the future.  

 We have heard one Chi lean voice on th is very plat form 

before,  when your dist inguished fel low ci t izen, Ar ie l  Dorfman, 

del ivered the 8 t h  Nelson Mandela Annual Lecture in 2010.  

Your v is i t  as a dist inguished leader of  your country crowns a 

special  re lat ionship that  is bound to grow even deeper.   We 

cannot wai t  to hear your voice and we welcome you warmly to 

th is esteemed plat form.  Ladies and gent lemen, President 

Michel le Bachelet .  

PRESIDENT BACHELET:  Good af ternoon to al l  of  you.  I  want 

to name some of our dear f r iends here;  Ms Graça Machel ,  Mr 

Kgalema Mot lanthe, former president of  South Afr ica;  



  

 /… 

11 

Ms Patr ic ia de Li l le,  Mayor of  Cape Town; Mandela fami ly 

members,  Mr Chairman and Trustees of  the Nelson Mandela 

Foundat ion, Honourable Ministers,  Honourable Chi lean 

Delegat ion,  ladies and gent lemen.  And please, al l  feel  

included when I  say dear f r iends. 

 First  of  a l l ,  happy Women’s Day.  As the f i rst  female 

president in my country I  feel  real ly honoured to be able to 

speak in th is 12t h  Lecture,  part icular ly in th is so special  day 

for South Afr ican women and for women around the world.   I t  

is  not  only an honour but a lso a pr iv i lege to address you from 

this plat form, where other f igures who are so relevant in our 

history,  in our t ime, have stood before,  such as Kof i  Annan, 

Desmond Tutu,  the Archbishop; Wangari  Maathai ,  

Muhammad Yunus, Bi l l  Cl inton, El len Johnson-Sir leaf ,  

Mary Robinson, among others,  and of  course, as Professor 

Ndebele has ment ioned, my fel low countryman, Ar ie l  Dorfman. 

 I t  is  a lso an honour to address al l  of  you on behal f  of  an 

in i t iat ive by the Nelson Mandela Foundat ion less than one year 

af ter  h is passing.  I  cannot be part  of  th is event wi thout having 

present in my memory,  my heart  and my mind, an except ional  

and i r replaceable man, Nelson Mandela;  who this lecture is 

r ight fu l ly  for ,  but  who also makes our spir i ts shine this 

af ternoon. 

 His image, existence and name are synonymous with 

digni ty;  they are synonymous with a man who loved his people,  
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who made uni ty possible and who understood the value of  

humanity i tsel f  beyond al l  of  the di f ferences that exist .   And i f  

Madiba is mentor and an example to fo l low for South Afr ica,  i t  

is  a lso for  us,  for  the rest  of  the planet. 

 I t  is  not only for  the strength of  h is resistance but also 

for his enormous abi l i ty  to convert  th is resistance into a 

reason to promote understanding and not discord.   Because 

his resistance, strength and humanity is based on the profound 

sanct i ty that  there are no di f ferences that just i fy  exclusion, 

there is no di f ferences that just i fy  discr iminat ion,  there are no 

di f ferences that just i fy in just ice,  v io lence, abuse or 

oppression. 

 I t  is  a lesson and an inspirat ion that  dr ives us and guides 

us to eradicate the shadows of  fear ing the other prejudice and 

confrontat ion among equals.   I t  is  a lesson that p laces the 

utmost importance on Nelson Mandela’s perseverance, 

courage, generosi ty and integr i ty;  qual i t ies that  nurtured his 

unbreakable wi l l  for  peace throughout his existence.  And they 

are also the qual i t ies required of  any major change that is  

worthwhi le in th is planet.  

 We have learned from him that not impat ience, nor fear,  

nor smal l  advantages change the wor ld for  the better.   We 

have learned that the best way to serve our urgency is,  as the 

poet,  Rimbaud, said “armed with a burning pat ience”.   We have 

learned that fear cannot stop our batt le but rather make them 
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more profound, t ranscendental(?) and courageous.  We have 

learned that integr i ty is not  a weakness but rather a defence, 

perhaps the most insurmountable of  a l l ;  and overal l ,  we have 

learned that the greatest  strength in a histor ic process is i ts  

abi l i ty  to br ing together a community,  an ent i re nat ion,  on a 

common mission, in other words,  when the subject  of  

t ransformat ion is col lect ive .  

 Mandela has th is abi l i ty  to be able to understand that no 

s igni f icant social  process could occur i f  he did not regain the 

trust  of  South Afr icans, i f  they did not heal  the relat ionship of  

a society div ided for decades by segregat ion pol ic ies.   With his 

example he show us that  i t  is  not  possible to push around 

certain sectors of  the populat ion,  steal  their  ident i ty and 

remove them from a process of  nat ional  construct ion.  

 Through his v is ion he show us that the only v iable path is 

one of  cohesion and uni ty.   Our societ ies have paid a pr ice far 

too high when uni ty and social  cohesion are denied, when one 

group or another is excluded from histor ic processes and from 

the decis ions that af fect  us al l .   Our cont inents knew the 

consequences of  the inabi l i ty  to dialogue dur ing the last  

century.  

 Ent i re generat ions st i l l  have the brutal  denial  of  the value 

of  the other under the f ramework of  author i tar ian regimes.  

Direct ly or indirect ly we know the brutal i ty  of  brothers k i l l ing 

brothers;  we know the relent less cruel ty of  the state when i t  
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systemat ical ly  v io lates the human r ights of  i ts  c i t izens.  This is 

a history that  is  hard to ta lk about,  one where al l  of  us have 

lost ,  but  we have the duty to recognise and take an honest 

look at .   Because al though i t  hurts us,  we have a commitment 

that  l inks us wi th the truth and the peace of  future generat ions.  

 I t  can be said that we share a common wound, a common 

pain,  but  we also share a sense of  common pr ide.   Chi le and 

South Afr ica have been able to bear these painful  exper iences 

and move forward on a t ransi t ion towards democracy,  social  

peace and the recogni t ion of  human r ights for  everyone.  In 

large part  because they were stolen f rom us in the past,  we 

now know how to appreciate the t rue value of  democracy and 

nat ional  uni ty.  

 Our t ransi t ions,  f rom the mi l i tary dictatorship in the case 

of  Chi le and apartheid in the case of  South Afr ica to 

democracy,  occur near ly s imultaneously,  making our learning 

process vi r tual ly paral le l .   In both cases the pr iv i lege of  l iv ing 

in peace took precedence, protected by the newly-obtained 

return to order,  that  which is so essent ia l  for  our people,  the 

t ranqui l l i ty  to be able to plan for one’s fu ture wi thout fear of  

seeing legi t imate dreams arbi t rar i ly  crushed. 

 And I  want to take this opportuni ty to pay tr ibute to al l  

those, and here is Archbishop Desmond Tutu,  who made this 

t ransform into state pol icy possible through the creat ion of  the 

Truth and Reconci l iat ion Commissions in Chi le and South 
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Afr ica;  to the staunch defenders of  human r ights,  lawyers,  

act iv ists,  men and women from churches and, of  course, the 

v ict ims and their  fami l ies that spread the word so that a l l  of  us 

could have access to the t ruth.   The truth is the f i rst  step 

assur ing that  we never again fa l l  into th is abyss. 

 The truth is recognis ing human digni ty beyond 

ideological  barr iers that  a l low us to aspire to reparat ion and 

reconci l iat ion,  and the truth that  cont inues to l ive in the 

apartheid and memory and human r ights museums both here 

and in Chi le.   Thanks to these ef for ts and to the recogni t ion of  

reparat ion processes in our societ ies and inst i tut ions,  we have 

been able to establ ish new relat ionships between our 

compatr iots who were at  one t ime in opposing trenches.  

 Overal l  we have been able to achieve a cul ture of  human 

r ights.   Boys and gir ls now have new models of  co-existence.  

We are creat ing t rust  and we are wi tnessing the f i rst  product of  

peace.  Thanks to the leaders who were able to look at  the 

wounds and the pains of  the people,  we were able to establ ish 

democrat ic processes for ourselves that ,  despi te al l  the 

di f f icul t ies,  have been successful  and have been supported by 

ample social  agreements,  a l though there is always room for 

improvement.  

 This was done through instruments avai lable to 

col lect ively process the di f ferences between one another.   

This,  wi thout a doubt,  is  a great source of  pr ide.   Now that we 
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share common context  we must cont inue to address the 

chal lenges that have become successively more present.   We 

must update our democracies and not concern ourselves solely 

wi th what is lef t  to do or what we have not done, but to take on 

the chal lenges of  the future in a more complex world.  

 On the one hand we are consol idat ing our own forms of  

democracy,  creat ing ways to l ive together that  are in l ine wi th 

our ethical  considerat ion,  meanwhi le on the other hand, the 

needs for social  cohesion are becoming even greater.   And 

this is a good thing.  I t  is  a s ign that our  nat ions are 

advancing. 

 The pol i t ical  foundat ions to co-existence are no longer 

l imi ted to the recogni t ion of  c iv i l  r ights that  were previously 

denied; f reedom of expression, the r ight  to vote in fa i r  

e lect ions,  the r ight  to assembly.   Economic growth,  reducing 

poverty and social  protect ion pol ic ies for  the most vulnerable 

sectors are essent ia l ,  but  st i l l  a lso not enough.  Nor is i t  

enough that there is a growing middle c lass that  has better 

access to educat ion,  informat ion,  goods and services. 

 Because this middle c lass,  and especial ly young people,  

are now l iv ing wi thout fear and with a new perspect ive on 

l iv ing as a community have created new chal lenges for us to 

overcome.  So we have old chal lenges; the task of  equal i ty  we 

haven’ t  been able to achieve and to accompl ish,  but  on the 

other hand, we have new chal lenges that pul l  us,  new tasks.  
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 In Chi le a study shows that conf idence in inst i tut ions 

have been weakened, especial ly in those that have to do with 

pol i t ical  dut ies such as pol i t ical  part ies and congress.   And the 

latest  OECD study on social  indicators shows a drop in 

conf idence in inst i tut ions,  both in Chi le and in South Afr ica.   

And this is not strange because this is a global  t rend.  The 

global  decl ine in conf idence in inst i tut ions between 2007 and 

2012 was approximately s ix points.  

 This mix between high levels of  d issat isfact ion and low 

level  of  conf idence in inst i tut ions puts at  r isk what we worked 

so hard to recover,  our democracy.  So we must be capable of  

reading these powerful  s igns and act ing accordingly.   As 

societ ies have changed the wor ld has changed and together 

wi th th is phenomenon, social  movements around the planet 

have mult ip l ied.   Today ci t izens on every cont inent are rais ing 

their  voices,  defy ing al l  dangers,  to demand more.  

 And this is essent ia l  for  the social  cohesion, peace and 

governance of  our countr ies.   Behind these new demands is a 

v is ion about what we understand to be fa i r  and how to bui ld i t .   

Without a doubt there is a changing view in legi t imacy on 

just ice that no longer depends solely on inst i tut ional  order for  

adherence to rules and legal  orders.   Today legi t imacy for 

just ice is much broader than legal i ty and has a special  ro le 

thanks to the ci t izen’s voice.  

 Whether i t  be in Cape Town, in Johannesburg, in 
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Sant iago Chi le,  in Madrid or Wal l  Street or  in Sidi  Bou Said in 

Tunis ia,  c i t izens have been making demands that are diverse 

in nature but s imi lar  in their  roots.   And these roots are,  more 

and better democracy,  more and better pol ic ies,  more and 

better inclusion.  In al l  of  th is expression of  d iscontent we see 

the need for changes, but . . . ( indist inct)  that  these changes be 

dr iven by society.  

 In summary,  basic standards of  legal i ty  are no longer 

enough.  I  would say representat ive democracy is no longer 

enough for c i t izens; not wi th the c iv i l i ty  of  our inst i tut ion,  not 

wi th regards for  a set  of  r ights that  have already been aced 

hived.  Today on top of  demands for democracy,  an equal  

d istr ibut ion of  opportuni t ies,  goods and services,  the demand 

for part ic ipat ion is essent ia l .  

 Societ ies want to be consul ted in a more complex and 

complete manner than just  through their  votes.   Stemming from 

this demand a new object ive is won for our inst i tut ions,  for  

pol ic ies and for the c i t izens themselves.  And this demand to 

raise our standards beyond the str ict ly  legal  sense, giv ing r ise 

to new forms of  d ialogue and social  consul tat ion is the key for 

legi t imis ing the ent i re modern democrat ic system. 

 And thus, the key to our uni ty in diversi ty,  to our abi l i ty  

of  common belonging, to our dreamed communit ies or 

imagined communit ies,  as Benedict  Anderson descr ibed, to al l  

nat ions.   In other words,  opening spaces and forums so that 
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these new demands are ref lected in the inst i tut ional ,  social  

and economic sectors and pervade our structures,  is  one of  

the central  focuses for democrat ic legi t imacy.    The t ime has 

come to make structural  changes in the way that we would l ike 

to l ive wi th each other and guarantee r ights,  opportuni ty,  

mater ia l  goods and part ic ipat ion. 

 But of  course, as usual ,  there is no magic recipe for th is 

complex path.   But the path that  certainly is the wrong one is 

the path that denies i ts c i t izens the change needed in order to 

maintain governance, cohesion and trust  amongst the members 

of  i ts  community.  

 And how should we understand and work towards these 

changes in order to successful ly  tackle the chal lenges of  the 

future.   First ,  we must take charge of  the longstanding pending 

task we have with regards to inclusion and equal i ty.   Second, 

we must guarantee recogni t ion of  ident i t ies and of  d iversi ty.   

And third,  a l l  these tasks should include part ic ipat ion in the 

implementat ion;  not  only in the implementat ion,  I  would say,  

a lso in the process of  def in ing,  pr ior i t is ing and ident i fy ing 

which is needed to do. 

 As one woman told me when I  was at  UN Women, she 

said,  ‘you know what,  I  don’ t  want to be si t t ing at  the table,  I  

want to decide the shape of  the table too’ .   So that ’s what I  t ry 

to say before.  

 Let  me expand on these ideas.  Our f i rst  demand as 
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developing nat ions and regions cont inues to be qual i ty of  l i fe,  

an equal  d istr ibut ion of  goods, opportuni t ies and capabi l i t ies 

among our people.   I  am stat ing a di f f icul t  fact  when I  say that  

a large part  of  Afr ica today, especial ly sub-Saharan Afr ica,  

pr ior i t ises social  struggles,  in terr ib ly harsh si tuat ions l ike 

extreme poverty,  i l lnesses l ike Ebola and HIV, and hunger and 

malnutr i t ion. 

 Despi te the complexi ty of  th is s i tuat ion,  economic f igures 

show us important cont inental  momentum.  Over the last  50 

years Afr ica’s GDP growth has been greater than in the rest  of  

the developing world except for  China.  And this is a promising 

out look and future.   Foreign investments have increased, and 

not only in extract ive industry.   Many countr ies have begun 

programmes to improve infrastructure and increase their  

export  capaci ty.   Afr ica could t ransform i ts economy and 

undergo a large-scale growth in terms of  development,  

according to the 2014 Afr ican Economic Out look Report .  

 Despi te th is impulse however,  a lmost hal f  of  the 

populat ion on this cont inent l ives wi th less than $1.25 a day, 

according to data f rom the World Bank.  So poverty and 

unemployment cont inue to be important problems in much of  

the region; in other words, a strong economic performance 

does not help to reduce poverty at  the same rate.  

 A s imi lar  s i tuat ion exists in Lat in America and the 

Car ibbean; one out of  every four people l ives below the 
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poverty l ine.   A th i rd of  the populat ion belongs to the middle 

c lass and for the f i rst  t ime in Lat in America and the Car ibbean 

the number of  people in the middle c lass is higher than the 

number of  poor people.   There are indeed encouraging f igures,  

however despi te th is progress,  inequal i ty in the region is high 

and the equal i ty gap is not c losing. 

 And Chi le is not an except ion to th is t rend.  Despi te the 

fact  that  we have been able to reduce dramat ical ly extreme 

poverty and poverty and maintain growth,  the benef i ts of  th is 

progress have st i l l  not  reached al l  people equal ly.   A more 

equal  d istr ibut ion of  weal th also requires a development model 

for  our economies to consider the pr ior i t ies of  our sustained 

growth and not one where the market operates as a separate 

ent i ty f rom the strategic pr ior i t ies of  the people.   And that of  

course requires a strengthening in the publ ic sector.  

 But above al l ,  we know that there is a part icular group 

that the benef i ts of  development always reach later and in a 

reduced way; I  am referr ing of  course to women.  Cul tural ,  

economic,  social  and pol i t ical  d iscr iminat ion against  women is 

one of  the most scandalous inequal i t ies that  exist  on our 

planet.   And this is a real i ty  not only in Chi le,  Afr ica,  Lat in 

America and on the Afr ican cont inent,  i t ’s  an integral  real i ty  

around the wor ld.  

 And when I  ta lk about discr iminat ion I  am referr ing to 

real i t ies such as domest ic v io lence against  women, which 
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af fects near ly a th i rd of  women with partners around the wor ld.   

I  am referr ing to the fact  that  four out of  10 murders of  women 

around the wor ld are commit ted by their  partner or former 

partner,  according to the WHO.  I  am referr ing to the dai ly 

v io lat ion of  such basic r ights l ike physical  and mental  integr i ty,  

the r ight  to part ic ipate in community decis ions, the r ight  to l ive 

a l i fe f ree of  v io lence. 

 I  am referr ing to the fact  that  s ix out of  every 10 poor 

people in the wor ld are women, or that  75% of women cannot 

get a loan from a bank because they have unpaid or unstable 

jobs and they don’ t  have t i t les to property or goods.  In 

addi t ion I  am referr ing to the discr iminat ion,  sexism, a lack of  

inclusion in relevant part ic ipat ion forums, peace talks,  pol i t ical  

representat ion,  a leadership posi t ion in businesses and social  

organisat ion.  

 And as a former director of  UN Women I  had the 

exper ience of  working in the areas of  integrat ion and equal i ty 

wi th diverse countr ies,  many of  them on this cont inent.   And 

we move forwards on the in i t iat ive they wi l l  a l low us to 

increase female leadership under development and train ing 

projects to improve women’s incomes.  We also promoted the 

creat ion of  nat ional  pol ic ies against  v io lence against  women. 

 So without a doubt,  these in i t iat ives are necessary.   But 

we need to promote them concurrent ly in every country,  f rom 

every internat ional  body and as each of  our indiv idual  dut ies.   
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As president of  Chi le,  th is has also been my commitment;  

make equal i ty wi th in men and women a state object ive,  

mainstreaming publ ic pol icy wi th th is v is ion and promoting a 

cul tural  change that has taken far too long.  But th is is just  

one of  the faces of  inequal i ty and discr iminat ion. 

 St igmat isat ion and transgression stemming from cul ture 

or ident i ty di f ferences is another form of  d iv is ion that  persists 

in our societ ies today and we are al l  very aware of .   This is 

why I  insist  that  the progress of  our societ ies in a global ised 

wor ld requires us to rethink the way we incorporate cul tural  

d iversi ty in our roles on domest ic co-existence and in our 

relat ionship wi th other countr ies.  

 Our cont inents are a mosaic of  people and communit ies.   

I t  is  only f rom the af f i rmat ion of  our ident i t ies that we can 

communicate wi th others.   And as no nat ion can plan for i ts 

future i f  i t  re jects i ts diversi ty,  the quest ion to be asked is how 

we can make l iv ing together possible.   How can we create 

spaces where no col lect ive feels excluded and that al low us to 

generate a common us,  both on a nat ional  level  as wel l  as an 

internat ional  d ia logue. 

 I t  is  a complex topic and one that is in permanent 

evolut ion.   We have a lot  to learn on th is topic f rom South 

Afr ica,  Rainbow Nat ion,  on the r ights acquired by the 11 

of f ic ia l  languages in recogni t ion of  t radi t ion and history.   We 

have a lot  to learn f rom Nelson Mandela and his tenaci ty to 
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generate a common ident i ty amongst South Afr icans and to 

take on this mission whi le constant ly recognis ing diversi ty.   

Chi le,  despi te being a more cul tural ly homogenous country,  

a lso has an important chal lenge recognis ing and accept ing our 

indigenous populat ion.   We are ta lk ing about a s i tuat ion 

involv ing rel inquishing lands and cul tural  t radi t ion and way of  

doing things and demands for structural  changes. 

 And this impl ies ef for ts and act ion.   I t  is  our 

responsibi l i ty  to recognise the role that  the state has claimed 

histor ical ly in the damage and violat ion of  the r ights of  the 

indigenous populat ion.   And i t  is  th is which the state today 

must recognise and repair .   We must of fer  a democrat ic 

process and to hold conversat ions on the v indicat ion that  the 

indigenous populat ions are demanding. 

 We have the determinat ion to generate inst i tut ional  and 

pol i t ical  foundat ions to re-establ ish the t rust  necessary and to 

make a new deal  possible.   A new deal  that  const i tut ional ly 

recognises Chi le as a mult icul tural  state and that guarantees 

respect for  the r ights of  a l l  groups; consul tat ions and decis ions 

that involve di f ferent col lect ives and the necessary tools for  

fu l l  integrat ion in our democracy. 

 And this is the ef for t  that  we have started in my 

government,  based on the implementat ion of  the new 

inst i tut ional  f ramework on this topic,  whi le consul t ing 

indigenous populat ions as establ ished in Convent ion Number 
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169 of  the ILO.  We are handing over lands and tools that  

promote their  part ic ipat ion in par l iament.  

 Part  of  my programme, I  have the creat ion of  some 

ministr ies.   One of  them is the Ministry for  Women, the other is 

the Ministry for  Indigenous People,  and some others l ike the 

Ministry of  Cul ture.   We have Services but not Ministr ies and 

we wanted to elevate i ts capaci ty and status.   But we have not 

sent those projects to the par l iament because we wi l l  do what 

we said we’re going to do. 

 We wi l l  s tar t  consul tat ions wi th the indigenous groups in 

al l  the aspects,  that  includes any decis ion that  can impact 

their  l ives.   Because we bel ieve that ’s the way we should 

real ly be able to gain t rust  again and be able to bui ld 

conf idence that we are bui ld ing a nat ion for  a l l .  

 Above al l  we must encourage cul tural  changes that a l low 

us to recognise ourselves in the other,  that  a l low us to 

understand, even with al l  the di f f icul t ies,  our place in a 

common history;  in order to,  through dialogue and mutual  

understanding, bui ld a common future.   But th is common future 

is not  possible i f  we do not incorporate c i t izens in decis ion-

making and in the implementat ion of  these decis ions. 

 This impl ies an act ive way of  looking at  part ic ipat ion,  

popular in i t iat ive or loss,  referendum . . . ( indist inct) ,  

incorporat ion of  c i t izens’  v iews in the diverse areas of  publ ic 

pol icy,  c i t izen control ,  t ransparency and accountabi l i ty ,  among 
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other in i t iat ives of  course. 

 Part  of  what Chi le is proposing is to accept responsibi l i ty  

for  the new chal lenges regarding social  cohesion, not only in a 

quant i tat ive way, but a lso wi th a qual i tat ive perspect ive as 

wel l .   For th is reason we are leading a large-scale structural  

reform process in the economic,  social  and pol i t ical  d imension.  

 In the pol i t ical  d imension we are dr iv ing a nat ional  

process that a l lows Chi le to have a new const i tut ion to be able 

to generate a new inst i tut ional  f ramework that our re-

establ ished social  and pol i t ical  re lat ionship can be based on. 

 In the economic dimension we started a f iscal  reform that 

improves not only revenue col lect ion but also al lows us to 

improve the distr ibut ion of  revenues through taxat ion.   These 

revenues wi l l  be earmarked for social  pol ic ies l ike improving 

pension, investment in heal thcare,  and above al l  to carry out a 

large-scale reform of our educat ion system on al l  levels.  

 In Chi le we do have very high levels of  coverage of  

educat ion,  pr imary general  educat ion.   We st i l l  have much 

more to do in terms of  access to tert iary educat ion but we do 

have a huge chal lenge, that  equal i ty means not only access 

but i t  means also qual i ty of  the educat ion,  excel lence of  

educat ion.   So that our job now. 

 So I  was ment ioning that the heart  of  th is t ransformat ion 

is the structural  reform in educat ion at  a l l  levels.   And our goal  

is  to assure in the medium-term qual i ty,  f ree-of-charge and 
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completely integrated educat ion for  boys, gi r ls and 

adolescents.   Through this object ive we are aiming to meet 

three goals;  promote opportuni t ies and inclusion for everyone, 

cont inue to support  growth and sustainabi l i ty  of  our economy 

going beyond our natural  resources, promote a sense of  c iv ic 

duty and democrat ic values in our populat ion.  

 In short ,  th is is an economic,  social  and pol i t ical  goal  at  

once.  I t  is  a powerful  tool  for  shaping a new type of  c i t izen, a 

new social  structure and for eradicat ing exclusion and 

in just ice,  opt ing for  social  peace; because we, l ike Nelson 

Mandela,  bel ieve that,  and I  wi l l  quote him, “educat ion is the 

most powerful  weapon we can use to change the world”.  

 This is a great crusade to change the dest iny of  my 

country.   My dear f r iends, our nat ions have come a long way 

since the democrat ic,  pol i t ical ,  moral  and uni f icat ion struggles.   

We have made peace a goal  and democracy and integrat ion 

values to be kept c lose.  We must be consistent wi th th is 

dest iny that  we have wri t ten for  ourselves as countr ies.   We 

must r ise to the occasion, just  as the honourable people who 

preceded us in decades past and who, together wi th our 

societ ies,  made our present possible,  one where l iberty,  vot ing 

and respect are guaranteed. 

 But just  as Nelson Mandela said,  these v ictor ies are 

nothing more than the start  of  the road.  Today our goal  of  

achieving uni ty should consider the new demands and from the 
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conf idence of  a l l  members in our countr ies we should create 

the best possible defence of  cohesion, correct  governance and 

peace.  Overcoming this chal lenge depends on us.   

Demonstrat ing to mi l l ions of  women and men that the t ruth of  

our ideals,  the value of  a goal  respect for  d i f ferences, passion 

for dialogue, the just ice in our laws and the integr i ty of  our 

inst i tut ions also depends on us. 

 And this is a new course for humanity,  a course l ike al l  

great steps, requires the best of  each of  us.   I t  requires act ion 

that is unt i r ing,  non-negot iable and passionate for  human 

digni ty.   I t  requires new, more hor izontal  leadership models 

that are based on dialogue.  I t  requires an abi l i ty  that  is not 

a lways natural  in those of  us who exercise power,  the abi l i ty  to 

l is ten.   And without a doubt,  i t  requires the act ive part ic ipat ion 

of  c i t izens capable of  construct ive cr i t ic ism, of  speaking out to 

demand that certain topics and demands be considered and to 

exercise control  of  the author i t ies.  

 And i f  what is being asked is a lot ,  what we are 

commit t ing to our people and the future is so much more.  In 

th is land, the bir thplace of  the human species,  we can dream 

of a new humanity conscience of  i ts  existence, conscious of  i ts  

d i f ferences, conscious of  i ts  past ,  and conscious of  i ts  

common dest iny;  a humanity that  is  profoundly respectful  of  i ts  

memory and that has learned the lessons of  co-existence, 

union and just ice that  people l ike Madiba lef t  us.  
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 Nelson Mandela asked, and I  wi l l  quote, 

“When the history of  our t imes is wr i t ten we wi l l  be 

remembered as the generat ion that turned our 

backs in a moment of  g lobal  cr is is or wi l l  i t  be 

recorded that we did the r ight  th ing.”  

 We know that he did the r ight  th ing.  L ike him, we too 

want to be up to th is chal lenge.  A woman from my country,  

one of  the most intel l igent,  ta lented and brave woman from my 

land, she was an art ist ,  a music ian,  Violeta Parra,  once wrote 

that i f  Afr ica and America hugged, despi te the tears f rom both 

cont inents,  i t  would be a happy hug because i t  could change 

the world and put an end to the sorrows.  

 Please al low me to – th is is exact ly what she said,  but 

p lease al low me to read in Spanish,  ( reads quotat ion in 

Spanish).   Despi te the language di f ference or perhaps because 

of  the di f ference in languages, we have hope to bui ld a 

common future.   We can sing together and we should,  a poem 

about despair  and br ight  future for  a l l .   Thank you very much. 

DR KANI:   The words thank you, nkosi ,  dankie ,  siyabulela ,  

siyabonga ,  wi l l  not  suf f ice.   The applause and this standing 

ovat ion and the warmth and the passion to which you l is ten to 

th is great moment is a test imony of  why the Nelson Mandela 

Foundat ion Prof  Njabulo was r ight  that  you were the guest 

speaker today on the 12t h  Annual  Memorial  Lecture.  

 You know, Prof ,  you did not ment ion the 5t h  of  December.   
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In my mind I  was going to say i t ’s  the f i rst  one when Madiba is 

not present.   Because I  don’ t  have this idea in my mind that he 

has passed on, I  am thinking maybe he has gone to 

somewhere abroad, he wi l l  be back soon; which answers the 

quest ion,  what wi l l  be South Afr ica wi thout Madiba, i t  wi l l  l ive 

on, remembering his legacy. 

 Sometimes I  ask mysel f ,  Mama Graça Machel ,  why do we 

love him?  Why?  As a young man of  70,  why do we love him?  

President,  Your Excel lency,  Madam Patr ic ia,  perhaps i t  is  just  

because he led South Afr ica to f reedom from the vic ious 

regime of  apartheid,  or  was i t  because he made us feel  good 

about ourselves;  he joked, he laughed and he loved chi ldren,  

he loved us.  

 I  would l ike to suggest that  we loved him because he saw 

himsel f  in us.   He loved us not in a sort  of  a l ip-service way, 

but by leading by example.   Nelson Mandela saw himsel f  f i rst  

and foremost as a servant of  South Afr ica’s people to whom he 

owed a duty.  

 I  have a younger man who is going to be thanking 

everybody, including you, Your Excel lency,  and your presence; 

al l  you great people here who st i l l  remembers most of  the 

things that needs to be said.   Ladies and gent lemen, put your 

hands together for  the Chief  Execut ive of  the Nelson Mandela 

Foundat ion, Sel lo Hatang.  

MR HATANG:  Thank you very much, Tata Kani ,  Mrs Machel ,  
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former president Mot lanthe, Ms Nkoana-Mashabane, 

Honourable Mayor de Li l le,  Nkosi  Zwel ivel i le Mandela,  the 

Chairman and Trustees of  the Nelson Mandela Foundat ion,  

Honourable Minister ’s here present,  special  guests,  f r iends of  

the Foundat ion,  ladies and gent lemen. 

 Your Excel lency,  President Bachelet ,  i f  Madiba had been 

here wi th us today I  th ink he would have been proud.  You 

certainly have done the NMF and al l  of  us here a great honour.   

Thank you for an inspir ing lecture,  gracias .   That ’s my at tempt 

at  Spanish.  You have set the bar very high for  a l l  future 

Nelson Mandela Annual  Lecturers.   For us,  th is af ternoon has 

been about ref lect ion,  memory,  legacy.  I t  has been about 

honour ing Madiba, i t  has been about a reminder that  we have 

a responsibi l i ty  as global  c i t izens to take his legacy forward. 

 Some of us were pr iv i leged this morning to engage 

President Bachelet  in a dialogue about memory,  about memory 

work as a project  for  a shared future.   L ike Madiba, I  am happy 

to inform you that she bel ieves in t ransforming contestants into 

stakeholders.   She bel ieves in fading the ‘we’  rather than the 

‘us’  and the ‘ them’.   She has fa i th in a walk to f reedom that 

never ends. 

 This af ternoon we have been encouraged to look for 

social  cohesion in passion for f reedom, for  social  just ice.   We 

have been inspired to f ind conf idence in global  . . . ( indist inct)  

d ia logue and col laborat ion.   We have been urged to insist  on 
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leadership of  the highest qual i ty.   I  am happy to also announce 

that Minister,  the President has invi ted us formal ly to also 

convene these dialogues in Chi le.  

 For President Bachelet ,  leadership is not only to be 

found at  the summit  of  society;  we need leaders at  every level .   

This,  I  would argue, is also fundamental  to the legacy of  

Nelson Mandela.   He taught us to take responsibi l i ty  for  our 

own l iberat ion and he taught us that  wi th f reedom comes 

responsibi l i ty .   And this responsibi l i ty  is  not only for  us,  but  for  

the underpr iv i leged, the weak and the wretched.  Madiba once 

said,  and I  quote,  

“The foundat ion has been la id,  the bui ld ing is in 

progress,  wi th a new generat ion of  leaders and a 

people that  ro l ls  up i ts s leeves in partnership for  

change.  We can and shal l  bui ld the country of  our 

dreams.”  

 Today President Bachelet  has given us f resh energy to 

rol l  up our s leeves.  Thank you for th is gi f t ,  Madam Bachelet ;  

muchos gracias .   I  th ink my second at tempt worked better than 

the f i rst .   We would l ike to thank our col leagues and fr iends 

from Kampala at  the Makerere Universi ty in Uganda, who have 

shared in th is incredible lecture and plat form today.  The 

Chairman of  Abeto,  Mr Moses Musana, we thank you and look 

forward to an even greater and bigger engagement in the 

future.  
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 To those who jo ined us v ia the l ive stream and l ive 

broadcast coverage today, please cont inue this cr i t ical  

conversat ion and journey.  Let ’s take act ion and inspire 

change together.   To our sponsors,  th is is about a journey that 

is  our col lect ive responsibi l i ty  and i t  cannot be achieved 

without valued, l ike-minded partners.   Honourable Mayor,  

thank you and the City for  helping us real ise and achieve this 

event.   Honourable Nkoana-Mashabane Maite,  thank you very 

much again.  

 And Minister Dlamini ,  p lease convey our grat i tude to the 

government and His Excel lency,  President Jacob Zuma, for  

helping make President Bachelet ’s v is i t  possible.   I  would l ike 

to send a special  thanks to Brand South Afr ica,  First  for  

Women, Audi  South Afr ica,  Coca-Cola South Afr ica,  Carolyn 

and Douw Steyn, Nashua Central ,  Rupert  and Rothschi ld,  I  am 

told there is going to wine f lowing, and Vodacom. 

 Thanks also to our Chairman and Board of  Trustees, Tata 

Kgalema Mot lanthe, Doctor Mamphela Ramphele,  Sis 

Futhi  Mtoba, Tokyo Sexwale,  Ahmed Kathrada, Sel lo Moloko 

and Irene Menel l .   I  cannot,  of  course, thank the NMF team 

enough.  They have done a ster l ing job.  In c losing, I  would 

l ike to remind you of  Madiba’s words when he said, 

“When a man has done what he considers to be his 

duty to his people and his country,  he can rest  in 

peace.  I  bel ieve I  have made that ef for t  and that is,  
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therefore,  why I  wi l l  s leep for eterni ty.”  

 Now please jo in me in welcoming the mother of  Afr ica to 

the stage to send us of f  today, internat ional ly-renowned singer 

and humanitar ian,  Yvonne Chaka Chaka. 

LECTURE CONCLUDES 

 

 


